
    

IMPROVING FLUENCY WITH ORAL READING STRATEGIES 

DUET, ECHO, and RECODED READING 

 
Research shows there’s a definite benefit for the emerging reader in reading the same material more 
than once. Varying the way it’s done to suit the student’s comfort zone may be a good way to decide 
which to do first. (The following order of reading strategies worked well for me with a developmentally 
challenged student who read at the 2nd grade level.) 
 
Tutor reads a short passage aloud.  
 
Tutor and student read the short passage together—duet reading—three times. 
 
Student reads the passage to the tutor. (Tutor listens for any missed words and makes flash cards to 
practice the difficult words. Place in “known” and “not yet known” piles.) 
 
 
DUET 
 
Duet reading means just what it sounds like—two people reading aloud together. It can be used to 
help a student read something that’s a little more difficult than usual or it can be used to help a 
student read the current book/story being studied. Its focus is on speed and chunking phrases for 
fluency. 
 
 
ECHO 
 
Echo reading also means what it sounds like. The tutor reads a sentence with good emphasis on tone 
and expressiveness, and the student reads the same sentence. I use this with ESL classes to help 
them read with expression. This method focuses on tone and expression, but includes phrasing. 
 
 
RECORDED 
 
Using the app on a phone or an actual tape recorder, record the student’s first reading of a passage 
and after practice with duet or echo reading, record again to show the improvement.  For ESL 
students wanting to improve their pronunciation, recording would help them to see their progress. 
Literacy students could hear the progress they’re making in reading fluently. 
 
 
The three strategies accomplish three different but related goals. Duet reading helps the student in 
speed of reading. Echo reading improves expression and tone. The student reading to the tutor 
emphasizes accuracy. All are important to gain fluency.  


