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acy program needs a 

major fundraiser to 

fulfill needs that are 

not met by other fund-

ing. Our major fund-

raiser is our Spell Ball 

which ties baseball 

and spelling together 

in one fun-filled even-

ing. Teams from local 

businesses, clubs, 

and schools compete 

for the championship, 

and you can partici-

pate in several ways: 

be a team member, 

buy our pizza, cheer 

for a team, bid on our 

silent auction items, 

sponsor a team, buy 

cookies, enjoy the 

contest. 

 

Enabling an 

adult to become an 

independent reader 

for the first time in his 

life opens up options 

he has never had. 

Giving an adult ac-

cess to the English 

language allows her 

to function responsi-

bly in our community. 

Mark your calendar 

for Tuesday evening, 

March 26: Spell Ball at 

the Junior-Senior High 

School—north edge of 

the Mall.  We look 

forward to your par-

ticipation in Spell Ball 

2013. 

  Reading to a 

friend, providing a 

meal for someone, 

giving to a person in 

need — these are 

worthwhile activities 

we often engage in. 

Perhaps, however, it 

would surpass worth-

while if we would 

teach the friend how 

to read. Show some-

one how to prepare a 

meal. Help the person 

in need to find work. 

Helping others help 

themselves empowers 

in a way that a simple 

handout does not.  

 

Joplin NALA 

Read is specially 

geared to help people 

help themselves. 

Whatever the stu-

dents’ priorities, we 

make it our aim to 

help them reach their 

goals. Tom earned a 

promotion at work 

with the help his tutor 

gave him in under-

standing the manual. 

Joe got his driver’s 

license and took trips 

on his own. Marci 

gained confidence as 

she learned English 

and now works in a 

daycare. Bryson 

learned to read to his 

children. May became 

a citizen of the U.S. 

Susan enrolled in col-

lege. Both the adult 

learning to read and 

the one learning our 

language are able to 

reach their full poten-

tial with the tools their 

learning provides. 

The help they receive 

helps them improve 

their lives and the 

community. 

 

You might say 

that our students each 

run their own pennant 

race to achieve their 

particular goal. Like a 

team out to win the 

World Series Pennant, 

our students set man-

ageable goals to get 

to the driver’s license 

or the better job or 

the GED. Each suc-

cess merits congratu-

lations for winning the 

pennant race in that 

division, and we hon-

or their success. In 

order for students to 

succeed, however, 

Joplin NALA Read re-

lies on regular fund-

ing. Fortunately, it is a 

United Way agency, 

and also fortunately, 

we receive donations 

from people interest-

ed in helping others 

help themselves. 

 

Donations are 

gratefully received, 

but our nonprofit liter-
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There are a number 
of ways you can help 
out at Spell Ball: 

 Enter a team con-

sisting of three 

players for $150 

 Sponsor a team 

for $150 or help 

underwrite the 

costs of the 

event 

 Contribute items 

for the silent auc-

tion 

 Volunteer to help 

during Spell Ball 

 Come out to the 

Spell Ball and 

cheer on the 

teams! 
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 Let me introduce you 
to the triple-threat team at 
NALA.  Although the term is 
primarily used in football, it can 
also apply to baseball: one who 
excels in running, hitting, and 
fielding.  Our triple-threat NALA 
student-tutor pair excel in three 

ways at NALA.  First, they are 
both tutors.  Second, they are 
both board members.  And 
third, the student is obviously a 
student, and while his tutor is 
not enrolled as a student, he 
continues to study and learn in 
his role as a tutor.  I am quite 
proud to have these triple 
threat members on the NALA 
team! 

 Bill Duke has tutored a 
variety of students for NALA 
since he started in 2010.  He 
began with a young woman 

studying for the ACT, went on 
to teach a resident from Green-
briar Nursing Home, then 
worked with a young man 
whose reading level was 1.5, 
and now he works with Janus 
Lazarus, a college graduate 
from Southeast Asia.  Duke is 
obviously flexible and multi-
talented.  I value his wisdom as 
well as his investment of time 
and his expertise in what he 
does. 

 Lazarus has made 

great strides since coming to 
NALA as a refugee in 1999.  
Starting as a low-level English 
language learner, he rose rapid-
ly to become proficient in Eng-
lish, excelling in his college 
courses.  He began substituting 
in our English as a Second Lan-
guage class, and we are fortu-
nate he has continued in a per-
manent position (nonpaid!).  
You can see why we designate 
Duke and Lazarus as a triple 
threat team. 

 Triple Threat 
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 Joplin NALA 

Read’s Annual SPELL 

BALL is an enjoyable 

version of a Spelling 

Bee, run like a base-

ball tournament.  Team 

members consult with 

each other before 

spelling the word 

pitched to their team.  

If they answer correct-

ly, they score a home-

run! 

 Help us reach 

our $8000 goal as we 

help our students 

reach their goals—one 

word at a time. 

Tuesday, March 26th 

Opening 

Ceremonies begin at 

5:30 p.m. 

At Joplin High 

School 11/12 

Center at 

Northpark Mall 

 Enter a team for 
$150 

 Sponsor a team 

 Contribute items 
for the silent 

auction 

 Volunteer to 
help at Spell Ball 

JOPLIN NALA READ 

123 S. MAIN STREET 

PHONE: 417.782.2646 

EMAIL:  

JOPLINNALA@123MAIL.ORG 
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“As a tutor you 
will give support 
to build a solid, 

successful 
learning 

environment.  
You will 

establish a base 
for improved 

self-confidence 
by helping an 
adult learner 

define and reach 
his or her 

literacy goals.  
By helping 

another human 
being, you will 

provide an 
invaluable gift.  
Your time and 

talents will 
shape another’s 

destiny!” 

If you need a rewarding place to volunteer, 

you have found it here at Joplin NALA Read.  

Our Tutor Workshop will prepare you to  be-

come a successful teacher of Adult Literacy  Stu-

dents and English Language Learners.  Topics  in-

clude: 
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 Characteristics of the adult learner 

 Roles and responsibilities of the tutor 

 Effective tutoring techniques 

 Reading strategies 

Reserve your space by phone or email so we have plenty of  materials for all.  
Drinks and snacks will be provided.  Please plan to bring or buy your own lunch.  

Phone: 417.782.2646           email:  joplinnala@123mail.org 

Date: Saturday, February 9th 

Time: 9 a.m.—4 p.m. 

At Joplin NALA Read 

GIVE THE GIFT OF A LIFETIME 

HELP SOMEONE LEARN TO READ 

What is an Adult Literacy Tutor? 

to gain confidence as they experi-
ence increasing success in  learning.   

 As a tutor you are able to 
provide immediate feedback to your 
student. 

 You can focus on your 
student’s most pressing literacy 
goals. 

 You will create individual-
ized and customized lessons to help 
your student move forward. 

 A tutor in an adult literacy 
program is a volunteer instructor 

who helps adult students achieve 
their literacy goals in a private, con-
fidential setting.  Many adult literacy 
students can only recall bad experi-
ences in school, and they are often 
reluctant to discuss or reveal their 
learning problems to their boss or 
even their families.  As an empa-
thetic and caring tutor, you can 
break down these barriers by offer-
ing customized remedial instruction 
at a pace that allows your students 

 You will guide your student 
in setting realistic and achievable 

literacy goals. 

 Since your student’s skill 
level sets the pace for learning, you 
can speed up or slow down the les-
son according to her ability. 

 In working closely with 
each other, you will build up trust 
and mutual respect. 

 You will empower your 
student by being a partner in learn-
ing. 



Phone: 17-782-2646 

E-mail: joplinnala@123mail.org 

□ Enter a team for $150 

□ Sponsor a team for $150 

□ Contribute items for the silent auction 

□ Volunteer to help during Spell Ball on Tuesday, March 26th, 2013  

□ Come out to Spell Ball and cheer on the teams 

□ Other  ________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Name                                                                                                           Team/Company Name 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address                                     City       State  Zip 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone                                                                                     Email  

Checks are made payable to Joplin NALA Read, P.O. Box 447, Joplin, MO  64802.  Donations of any amount 
toward Spell Ball 2013 are greatly appreciated and are tax deductible and will be listed in our program. 
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