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From the Director’s Desk 
 

Greetings! 
 

We have lots of news to share with you, but first I 

want you to know this – I am truly grateful every day 

for you. As a volunteer you multiply our efforts in 

many ways: serving in the office, teaching students, 

assisting with fundraisers. With these acts of service, 

you make it possible for NALA to do far more than 

Joan, Gail and I could accomplish on our own. And 

you do it beautifully – with patience and humor and 

expertise. Thank you.          Marj  

                                    

Student Spotlight 
 

 Gelacio Roman 
 

Picture this scene: you’ve just arrived in a country 

whose language you don’t know. You’re a little older 

than the usual student variety, but you know you 

need to learn their language to survive. What do you 

do? Maybe you ask family members. Your son points 

you to a place where they provide teachers who will 

work with you one-on-one. How expensive is this 

private training? Zero? Nada? Wow!  

 

Encouraged by his son, Gelacio came to Joplin NALA 

Read for orientation and now comes to NALA 

faithfully every week to meet with his tutor, Ginger. 

When asked about adding another student to his 

one-on-one time, he agreed, and because Gelacio’s a 

little more fluent in English, he can actually help 

teach the other student. We are proud of his 

commitment to improving his English.  

Teacher Feature 
 

Ginger Meyer  
 

“I always thought you had to know the other person’s 

language to teach English as a Second Language,” 

said Ginger when she was approached about teaching 

a Hispanic student. When we assured her that 

knowledge of the student’s first language was not 

critical for her to teach English, she said she would 

give it a try. After a couple of months things were 

going so well we asked her to allow another Hispanic 

student to join her one-on-one tutoring session, and 

she agreed. Now she teaches Gelacio and Alejandro, 

in addition to an American student who wants to 

improve his reading and math.                                                        

 

Ginger has a background in Elementary Education 

and a good grasp of teaching reading. She is using a 

reading series to teach English to her two ESL 

students and they are making progress. She and her 

American student use another reading series at a 

higher level and are about to finish a Math workbook. 

We appreciate Ginger for her flexibility and expertise 

in teaching.  
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Spell Ball 

Spell Ball Results 

You may be interested in the results from Spell Ball 

since many of you volunteered at this event. Reports 

from teams and volunteers are unanimous in praising 

the event and saying how much they enjoyed it. The 

few glitches did not dim the happy atmosphere as 

teams spelled against each other in a spirit of 

camaraderie.  

 

Congratulations to the Spell Ball Award Winners: 

Champions – Heartland Concert Band 

Consolation Award – Leggett & Platt 

Sportsmanship Award – W3 

Spirit Award - AAUW 

 

Thanks to all the teams, officiators, volunteers and 

sponsors. We raised over $4,500 with a couple of 

hundred still to come in. Thanks to all of you who 

helped in any way. You did it! 

 
 

Finalist 
 

JACC Small Business of the Year Finalist 
 

The Joplin Area Chamber of Commerce holds a “Small 

Business of the Year” award ceremony in three 

categories: 1) businesses with 1-10 employees, 2) 

those with 11-50 employees, and 3) the not-for-profit 

sector. Thanks to Kristin Duncan for nominating 

Joplin NALA Read in the not-for-profit sector. At the 

luncheon honoring all the small businesses, we 

learned that Joplin NALA Read is one of three finalists 

in our sector. Finalists will be announced at the 

Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet April 23, and 

we hope to win! 
 

 
 
 
 

In-Service 
 
Third Thursday Tutor In-Service 
 

Joan and Marj are working on putting together a 

calendar for regular monthly tutor in-services. We 

thought the third Thursday of each month would be 

easy to remember. Topics will include curriculum for 

ESL as well as literacy and include a time for you to 

share challenges and successes. We hope you can 

join us Thursday, April 16th from 1 – 2:30. We will 

meet in classroom 5 – Joan will give an introduction 

to the Stand Out curriculum for English learners and 

lead a discussion concerning student accountability. 

 

 

Save the Dates 
 
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 
Friday, May 1st 
 
You are our most valuable resource. You do what 

needs to be done to make Joplin NALA Read a place 

where students can improve their literacy skills. We 

want to show our appreciation with a luncheon for 

you, so please make plans to attend. It will be held at 

Lafayette House on Friday, May 1st at noon. 

 

All-You-Can-Eat Benefit Breakfast 

Saturday, May 2nd 

 

The Carl Junction Lions Club will 

hold an all-you-can-eat benefit 

breakfast for NALA from 7 a.m. 

to 10 a.m. Saturday, May 2nd at 

the Carl Junction Community 

Center, on North Main Street 

across from the Carl Junction Police Station. Tickets 

are $5 for adults and $3 for children. 

 

 

 



Tutoring 
 

How to Teach Students to Read and Spell 
Sight Words 
 

A learner may not have the ability to sound out 

certain words that occur in reading. These words can 

be taught as sight words. Here's a way to teach sight 

words that involves touching as well as seeing and 

hearing. It works with most students and is invaluable 

with those who are kinesthetic learners. 

 

For each word, you'll need a sheet of 8 ½” x 11” 

unlined paper and a crayon or marker—something 

that makes a broad line. 

 

1. Divide the paper into two pieces by cutting it in 

half lengthwise. 
 

2. On one piece, write the word in large letters across 

the long dimension. 
 

3. Have the student trace the word with her 

forefinger while saying the word as a unit. Repeat this 

several times. 
 

4. Cover or remove the word. 
 

5. Have the student write the word on the top of the 

second piece of paper (across the narrow width). 
 

6. Ask the student to check her spelling by looking at 

the word you wrote on the first paper. If she has 

made a mistake, go on to steps 7-9. If she wrote it 

correctly, skip to steps 10-12. 
 

7. Ask the student to fold down the top of her paper 

to cover the incorrect word. Don't let her make 

corrections by erasing or changing parts of the 

incorrect word. In this exercise, the word is always 

written as a whole. 
 

8. Have the student trace the large print sample again 

while saying the word. 

 

9. Cover or remove the sample. Have the student 

write the word again on the second sheet of paper.  

Repeat the above steps as often as necessary until 

the student can write the word correctly. 
 

10. Type or print the learned words onto small cards. 
 

11. Have the student alphabetize both the small cards 

and the large pieces of paper in separate files. Use 

the small cards for drills. 
 

12. Keep the pieces of paper if you have to reteach 

the word. Once the word is mastered, you or the 

student can discard the paper.  
 

13. Remember that when the student forgets a word, 

he/she should retrace it until he/she can write it from 

memory without looking at the original word. A 

student should never copy the word. 

 

Developed by a reading professor at Cleveland State 

University, this technique has helped many students 

learn words when other methods failed. Try it with 

your student. It just might prove to be the key that 

unlocks the gates of literacy! 

 

Needed 
 

ESL Tutors and Instructors 
 

Our ESL Department is in need of teachers, both for 

classes and for one-on-one tutoring sessions. We 

have some beginning ESL students who would benefit 

from one-on-one. Short-term volunteers for an ESL 

class are welcome until the teachers return, and 

there’s a possible opening for an ongoing ESL class. 

Please talk to Marj or Joan if you are interested. 
 

Another Need 
 

NALA’s copy machine is several years old and 

sometimes it does not cooperate with the operator. 

Keep us in mind if you know a business or 

organization that is willing to donate a working 

copier. 

 



Join your 
friends at 
NALA for 
the first 

Give Ozarks 
Day! 

 
May 5, 2015 is our 
inaugural DAY OF 

GIVING! We are partnering with Community 
Foundation of the Ozarks online 24 hour Day 
of Giving to support nonprofits. Unite with other 
friends of NALA to promote the value of literacy 
and ensure the success of learners. Your gift 
will help establish an endowment fund and will 
be matched that day to multiply its impact. 
Whether it is through One-on-One tutoring, 
classes for English Language Learners, or 
Family Literacy Programs, your donation will 
empower future learners to reach their full 
potential.  
 
Choose one of these simple ways to make 

your gift: 

 Make a donation directly to Joplin NALA 

Read prior to May 5th and we will include 

it with the Give Ozarks Day gifts which 

will be matched dollar for dollar – 

doubling the impact of your gift! 

 Come to NALA Tuesday, May 5th and 

we will assist you with your online 

donation. 

 On Tuesday, May 5th log on to 

www.giveozarks.org, select View 

Agencies, scroll down and click on the 

NALA logo, click the Donate Now 

button.   

Giving is . . . Your 
legacy.  Give for the 

future. 

 

http://www.giveozarks.org/

