
    
 

 
 

June 2013 

 

From the Director’s Desk 
 

A huge thank-you to all tutors and students 
who came to our Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 
April 29! Lafayette House served up a great lunch, 
culminating in their fabulous chocolate cake. Jordyn 
Williams from Ozark Christian College entertained 
with songs from “Singin’ in the Rain.”  
 

Our Volunteer of the Year, Vicki West-
Anderson was unable to attend, but her student Jim 
Elliott had kind words to honor her. When 
presented with her award later, she remarked that it 
lifted her spirits to know we appreciated her. 
Indeed, we appreciate all of our volunteers and 
hope you felt our deep regard that day—and 
continue to know it throughout the year. 
 

Joan’s cheerful rain boot plant centerpieces 
were gladly accepted by those who won the “Left-
Right” game. And each of us took home a packet of 
seeds to symbolize the work we do here—planting 
seeds of hope and skill to bloom in the lives of 
students and tutors alike.  

~ Marj  
 

                                          

Student Spotlight 

 
In this newsletter we would 

like to spotlight our students’ 
progression.  Our students show 
progress in many ways besides the 
test scores that are mandated by 
Federal funding. We educate all our 

funders on the fact that our students advance in 
ways that don’t always show up on a test score. 
Having said that, I am proud to report that our 
posttest progression percentage is a resounding 
93%. 
 

Our students’ successes reach farther than 
test scores, however. Two of our students 
participated in a project at a local college this past 
year. Two more students spoke at our Spell Ball 
and wowed the crowd. One former student is 
enrolled in a technical college and attributes her 
success in learning English to NALA tutors. In my 
Conversation class, I observe the students’ 
increasing fluency in speaking. We see students 
obtaining better jobs, interacting with family, 
utilizing their improved reading skills to become 
independent. Congratulations, students and tutors, 
for it’s what you do together that creates these 
successes. Keep up your efforts! 

 

Teacher Feature 
 

I want to acknowledge our volunteers who 
are new since our last newsletter: Joan Farmer 
(retired teacher working with GED student), Vearl 
Gibbs (now an MSSU graduate!—great encourager 
of Nathan), Jeanne McAferty (teaching Jim three 
days a week), Jean Pittsley (ESL—working on 
Master’s from PSU), Karim Yaghleji (ESL—
experienced and innovative), Marlene Reineke 
(helping Tim improve job situation). Jared 
Zamouski is back teaching an ESL class – English 
in Your Community – Friday mornings.  Mia Fay 
has segued from tutoring one-on-one to teaching a 
Wednesday evening ESL class and is enjoying 
great success. In my book, all of you are successful 
as you teach, encourage, push, and enable your 
student/s to greater improvement. 
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Voyager 
Staff Selected Tutor Resource 

 
One of the most entertaining quick 

reads I’ve enjoyed recently was The God 
Cookie, which sounds faintly blasphemous 
or perhaps vaguely religious. It is actually 

neither—it’s somewhat quirky but with realistic 
characters that are far from stereotypical, and the 
story line is quite unpredictable. Oh, yes, the author 
is Geoffrey Wood. (P.S. I got The God Cookie from 
the Joplin Public Library and have requested his 
“critically acclaimed novel” Leaper from there.) 
 

I suppose I should sell you on one of the 
series we use here. Let’s see. I’d like to push the 
Voyager series because we have plenty of the 
books for each level from pre-beginning to Voyager 
8. This series can be found in Room 5. I can give 
you a brief overview, but you probably ought to pick 
up the book your student/s might fit into and see if 
you like it. The series begins with stories but then 
addresses community issues and cultural values in 
the higher level books. One thing I like about it is 
that it uses some stories from students—both those 
who have come here from other countries and 
those who have lived here all their lives. You will 
have a chance to explore this series at the LUNCH 
& LEARN tutor inservice at NALA on Thursday, 
July 25th at noon.  And lunch is provided – just let 
us know if you will be attending. 

 

 

 

Sharing Your Stories 
Vocabulary and Writing Practice 
 

You may not always consider using your life 
story as a springboard to reading, writing, and 
vocabulary practice.  However, by creating stories 
about yourself and family to use in class, your 
students will enjoy getting to know you better.  And 
your story will serve as a model for students to 
write about themselves. 
 

 
 
 

First, write a short story to tell students 
about yourself.  The story length should be level 
appropriate, keeping in mind that the story will 
eventually serve as a model for students’ writing.  
Here’s an example: 
 

My first name is Joan. 

My last name is Doner. 

I live in Joplin, Missouri. 

I am a middle school math teacher. 

I also work at NALA and teach GED classes. 

My date of birth is May 16, 1961. 

 
You can write a similar story but modify the 

personal information to focus on other things, such 
as children, pets, how long you have taught, and 
other topics.  The information you focus on should 
include vocabulary or other information you would 
like your students to learn.  For example, the story 
above incorporates the introduction and practice of 
first name, last name, city location, date of birth, 
and the name of the job that person does. 
 

Give students a copy of the story you wrote 
and the model they should follow (see the model on 
the following page).  After students sufficiently 
understand your story and have a chance to ask 
any questions, encourage them to write a story 
about themselves.  Explain that the blanks on the 
hand out represent where they will fill in their 
personal information.  (Students not working can 
say they are a mother, father, student, etc.)  
Review stories for grammar, spelling, and usage.  
Ask for volunteers to share their stories with the 
class. 

 
You will also find another sample story on 

the model on the following page called “My 
Teacher’s Day.”  Based on this story, students can 
write a short story about their typical day when you 
are practicing grammar or vocabulary related to 
daily routines.  Students could then use the “My 
Day” blanks to write about their daily routine. 
 
 Once the stories are complete you may 
decide to share photos, too.  The photos can be 
printed to accompany the story.  If your student 
agrees, we can feature their stories on our NALA 
bulletin board. 

 
 
 
 

 

Personal stories give teachers a way to control the 

content, vocabulary, and structures to fit what 

students are studying. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Story 
 

My first name is ___________________.  My last name is _________________. 

 

I live in _____________________________, __________________________. 

 

I am a __________________________.  My date of birth is _______________. 

 

 

My Teacher’s Day 
 

I wake up at 6:30.  I take a shower.  I brush my teeth and get dressed. 

 

I exercise.  I don’t shave.  I cook breakfast. 

 

On Mondays and Wednesdays, I teach English. 

 

On Saturdays and Sundays, I don’t wake up at 6:30. 

 

 

My Day 
 

1. I ________________________________________________________.  

 

2. I ________________________________________________________.  

 

3. I ________________________________________________________.  

 

4. I ________________________________________________________.  

 

5. I ________________________________________________________.  

 

6. I don’t ____________________________________________________.  

 

7. I don’t ____________________________________________________.  

 


